
September PTO Meeting 
September 8, 2020 

6:00 pm 
 
 
Members present: 
Marianna Del Valle 
Joni Pearson 
Kristen Harris 
Kristen Pereira 
Melissa Knoerschild 
Sarah Rouse  
 
General PTO Update: Marianna del Valle 
Next event: 9/17 is North Texas Giving Day- big fundraise, check writing campaign, major 
fundraise of the fall, newsletters and info will go home 
Impact of COVID: No calendar, etc. due to COVID. We are taking things month by month and 
trying to focus on safety and will update as we can.  
 
Meeting of the new board 
Introduced each board member. Bios of members will be uploaded on to Facebook.  
 
Introduction of Ms. Massey and Ms. Palmer 
Ms. Massey- excited to be at Caldwell and looking forward to supporting all Caldwell students. 
She particularly enjoys strengthening instruction.  
Ms. Palmer- Made a career change from nursing to education and is excited to be at Caldwell. 
She is looking forward to implementing the aligned vision between Ms. Massey and herself.  
 
Questions from Facebook 
How will parents be contacted if there is a COVID positive student? : Parent will receive 
communication via a letter. Principals will also communicate via Facebook or School Messenger 
(text or email).  
 
Are there any resources for dual students whose parents do not speak Spanish to offer more 
support to their students?: MISD dual language page will include resources for parents and 
students (language of the week, etc). This information will be posted on the website and via 
School Messenger.  
 
What are the changes for the dual language as compared to previous years?: There are two 
major changes. 1. Students have to qualify for entrance to the program in kinder. 2. The second 
major change is the language of the week. For 2nd-5th, there is a language for each subject 
and the subject will stay in the language of the week for the entire week. This allows students to 
be exposed to the language in every subject.  



What is the threshold for school or classroom closure (COVID)?: There isn't necessarily a 
specific threshold. It would depend on numbers and will follow district guidelines. District 
guidelines are in the MISD instructional plan.  
 
Where are the specifics of the application and qualifications for the dual language both for 
kinder and continuing?: Can be found on the school website, Bilingual department will share 
information soon about older grades  
 
What is the best way to provide feedback to admin?: Consideration of a Google form for parents 
 
How are substitutes going to work?: Teams will have to support and help each other. There just 
aren´t as many subs as in years past  
 
Are there any concerns with PPE or cleaning supplies? Can the PTO or parents help? : 
Plexiglass came in today. Caldwell is in pretty good shape for right now. If they need anything, 
they will reach out.  
 
Will we have a one way language program as opposed to the dual language set up?: We´ve 
always had one way;  once we come out of COVID, that may be a possibility. The school 
doesn´t have the personnel to use one way at this moment. One way bilingual refers to a 
program that serves students who are limited English proficiency only while the  two way 
program involves a mix of students.  
 
What is the best path of asking questions? Do I ask the teacher? Counselor? Principal?: Ms. 
Masseyś suggestion is that the parent should go to the teacher first. Teachers are able to best 
address the issue immediately. The next step would be to reach out to the counselor and then 
principals would be the step after that.  
 
How can we be the best advocates for the school at the district level?: The goal is to improve 
the program. The bilingual department is a great place to advocate and the school district is 
listening.  
 
Why can we not reach the virtual lessons at 6am?: The hope is that the lesson is taught prior to 
work being assigned. Teachers have seen that students are more successful if students are 
able to listen to the instruction prior to beginning activities.  
 
The information on the website about the application is fairly vague. Is there a place to see the 
specific benchmarks?: The principals will check with the bilingual department to provide that 
information. Assessments will now be provided in both languages. The MAP test will be taken in 
both languages. A video will be sent explaining how this works.  
 
Are teachers going to stay the same for the virtual learners?: Yes, for the most part.  
 



Will virtual learning continue to be an option?: As far as we know.  
 
When SSO is down, can we log in to See Saw directly? There should be communication from 
the district. The issue comes from SSO and they are looking for backup plans.  
 
Define TEKS: Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. These are the objectives mandated by the 
state.  
 
Committee Updates:  
Nothing on teacher appreciation at this exact moment but did send out documents to get 
teacher favorites and those can be posted. There was also a back to school breakfast.  
New Caldwell website: a great place for up to date info, Spirit Shirts, etc 
Attended the latest school board meeting: Infographics- who is my school board member?  
Boxtops mostly electronic - if they want to bring in clipped boxtops, take them to Ms. Lamar 
Sponsorship update: Fundraising allows for Fall Fest, Open Gym, etc. North Texas Giving Day 
is coming up. Our goal is $5,000. The link is on Facebook, the website, etc. Spirit Nights are 
largely at drive thrus. These are still an option and allow for community building. Forming a 
fundraising committee this semester.  
 
 


